To:
The Area IX FFA Association of Agriculture Teachers, via;

Ricebelt, McGee Bend, Sam Houston, and Piney Woods Districts Advisors meetings

From:
Ricebelt District FFA

C/O 
Ricebelt District VATAT President, Duane French, Hull Daisetta FFA

Ricebelt District FFA Advisor, Keith Ming, Liberty FFA

Date:
August 26, 2008

Re:
Requesting your vote by district on a proposed amendment in reference to the 

State FFA Constitution, ARTICLE XV. STATE FFA BOARD OF DIRECTORS, Section A. Governing Body,  #1 by the Area IX FFA Association to be voted upon at the 
Area IX FFA Convention, May 4-5, 2009

Rational:

Presently, the governing body of the Texas FFA Association, shall be the 

Texas FFA Board of Directors, consisting of 17 persons listed below:

The current VATAT president 

The current VATAT vice president 

The current secretary-treasurer of the VATAT

The immediate past president of the VATAT 

And the past immediate past president of the VATAT

1 current agricultural science teacher elected at-large

The Executive Director of the VATAT

5 representatives of agribusiness/agriculture

1 teacher educator

The Executive Director of the Texas FFA Foundation. 

3 ex-officio members;

The Program Director of Agricultural Science and Technology 

Executive Director of the Texas FFA

A Texas FFA Alumni Association representative 

This representation presently provides for 1 Ag teacher per every 10,333+ FFA members. There is currently on l Ag Science Teacher representative elected at large and there are 5 current or past VATAT Ag Teachers on the board that are elected positions thru the VATAT.  There is currently not a representative for each area on the FFA Board. 

We feel that to increase the number of Ag Teacher representatives to the board will provide a fairer representation for the 62,000 + FFA members in the Texas FFA. An increase from the current ratio of 1/10,333 + FFA members to approximately 4,400 + FFA members would give each area association a fair representation on the Texas FFA Board.

Precedence:
Precedence in this matter has been set by the Texas FFA in its quest for the fair representative change of delegates to the National FFA Convention.  It was the Texas FFA that championed the cause to expand the voting delegate total of each State from 2 for each State to the current fairer representative policy of the number of State delegates being determined by its membership population.

Proposal:

We therefore offer the following resolution to be officially offered to the voting delegates at the next official business session of a properly convened Texas State FFA Convention as an amendment to the State FFA Constitution, ARTICLE XV. STATE FFA BOARD OF DIRECTORS, Section A. Governing Body,  #1 By Striking out the words:

{A current agricultural science teacher elected at-large}

And inserting the words:

[10 current agricultural science teachers elected at-large-one from each Area Association elected by the Area Association Agriculture Teachers every 3rd year at their VATAT Conference Area Association meeting.]
Thus making the ARTICLE XV. STATE FFA BOARD OF DIRECTORS, 

Section A. Governing Body, # 1 to read:

Section A. Governing Body 
1. The governing body of the Texas FFA Association shall be the Texas FFA Board of Directors consisting of the current president, vice president and secretary-treasurer of the VATAT, the immediate past president of the VATAT and the past immediate past president of the VATAT, 10 current agricultural science teachers elected at-large-one from each Area Association elected by the Area Association Agriculture Teachers every 3rd year at their VATAT Conference Area Association meeting., the Executive Director of the VATAT, five  representatives of agribusiness/agriculture, one teacher educator, and the Executive Director of the Texas FFA Foundation. The immediate past president of the VATAT shall serve as vice chairperson of the board and as chairperson elect.  The past immediate past VATAT president shall serve as chairperson of the board of directors. In the absence of the chairperson, the vice chairperson shall serve as chairperson. In the absence of the chairperson and vice chairperson, the chairperson shall designate chairperson from the board to preside over meetings of the State FFA Board of Directors. The Program Director of Agricultural Science and Technology, Executive Director of the Texas FFA and a Texas FFA Alumni Association representative shall be ex-officio members of the Board of Directors.  The Board of Directors may appoint consultants as deemed necessary.

Other information for reference:

Texas FFA Board of Directors

The board of directors governs on behalf of Texas FFA Association stakeholders not seated at the board table.  Their mission is leadership- charting a course for the organization, providing vision, direction, purpose, motivation and evaluation through policy decisions.
 

2008-2009 Texas FFA Board of Directors

Chairman- Mr. Kennth Carr, Sudan
Dr. Albert Agard, Houston
Mr. Aaron Alejandro, Austin
Ms. Sandra Choate, Athens
Mr. Alton Mitchell, Eastland
Ms. Jamey Phillips, Lubbock
Mr. Daryl Real, Dallas
Mr. David Reiley, Seguin
Mr. John Steelhammer, Mathis
Dr. Gary VanDeaver, New Boston
Mr. Buddy Wallace, Gail
Dr. Randall Williams, Kingsville
Ms. Sue Witt, Gilmer
Mr. Gerald Young, Austin
Mr. Kris Schertz, Allen (Ex-Officio Alumni Representative) 
Mr. Ronald Whitson, Program Director, TEA (Ex-Officio)

Tom Maynard, Executive Director of the Texas FFA  (Ex-Officio)
The Program Director of Agricultural Science and Technology, Executive Director of the Texas FFA and a Texas FFA Alumni Association representative shall be ex-officio members of the Board of Directors.  The Board of Directors may appoint consultants as deemed necessary.
