To: VATAT Board Officers:

From: Mary Wilson, VATAT member 21 years

In reference to the letter sent to the VATAT Board members:

I read your request to the VATAT board members. Your request is asking them not to support the amendment brought forth by Area IX FFA. (to increase the number of Ag Teachers allowing a representative from each Area in Texas.) 

I have just a few questions?

1. Is this request to not support the amendment proposal coming from just the 5 VATAT officers listed or are the five officers representing the VATAT as our Ag Teachers professional association?

2. If so, did the VATAT Board vote on this request? How can the membership board officers of my association and that representing over 91 Schools and ASTs in our Area take a side to request this decision. Are you not representing the Ag Teachers in Area IX as well?

3. I am not opposed to reducing the number of Ag Science Teachers on the State FFA Board. WE should consider dissolving the 5 VATAT members as they are already on the VATAT board and represent the AG Teachers of Texas as our professional board and we are actually asking them to " double dip" when they are holding a voting office on both boards. We really only need one VATAT representative on the State FFA Board and one AST from each Area as our amendment proposal addresses. 

4.  I have never, nor has any of the other AST grievances been answered on the issues we addressed one year ago this month. I was asked to be patient and wait for the Board to contact me in February. I have sat back and waited since your request. I have not been contacted or given an explanation. I do see that several of my grievances have been taken care of but I have not had anyone tell me what the State FFA Board did to resolve it. I do see that 50 cent is not a part of our Roster Management System, (great) I do see that Texas FFA now owns our registration and roster management system (great), I see that we have a grievance policy being established according to the minutes we are now seeing posted on the web as we should. (good) But, in my opinion, I need a Board Member from my own Area. One that I have contacts with and sees on a regular basis, Area meetings, contests, etc to represent my students and my Chapter. 

If my Professional Association the VATAT, can send out an email to its board members requesting that they as Board Members/Officers of my association are asking not to support an amendment proposal from my Area, I would like to request that you as MY Professional Association represent ME by forwarding this message to all concerned as well. 

5. Again, a board of 27 is not an off balance or skewn number to represent 1500 + ASTs in Texas or 60,000 FFA Members. Your rationale to the money issues is irrelevant. You only meet 3 times a year as you stated. Adding 9 positions is not a financial woe to our organization. Nor can we regulate the equality of our membership by the size of the Board Room occupancy.

. 

Again, I am not opposed to dissolving the current VATAT members on the Board as stated above. It is more important to have a voice from each Area of the State than another VATAT 5 votes. 

6. What our Board does is very important and worthy to the success of our organization. We only want to be a part of the workings of the organization via a representative from within our own Area. I do hope to see the VATAT act fairly and with professionalism by representing the Area IX Association and myself. Our Area is 1/10th of the membership and an important voice as well. We should have unbiased, fair and impartial representation from the VATAT and STATE FFA Boards.

*  

As an AST-VATAT member in Area IX, I ask for your support of the amendment proposal to increase the State FFA Board by dissolving the at large AST position (which was never elected to begin with per Tom Maynard at our Area IX meeting August 2008) and adding one AST per area elected at large by each Area. This only increases the board by 9 members. 

If there is a concern by the VATAT that we would have to many ASTs on the board if our proposal passes, a 2nd rank amendment to dissolve the existing 5 VATAT Board Members on the State Board and inserting just one VATAT Board Member elected at large could be considered. 

We want to work with the Board to make it better. We can work together for our kids, our main objective. 

Thank you,

Mary B. Wilson

Barbers Hill FFA

Area IX FFA AST

936-391-5128

mwilson@bhisd.net


